Peculiar Portrayals is a collection of essays intended to spur further research into media portrayals of Mormons, a religious group that strives for mainstream acceptance in the face of current popular opinions that are focused on present intolerance (mainly relating to California's Prop 8 debates) and past involvement in polygamy and violence. Indeed, the most prevalent issues brought up in these essays are polygamy, violence, and homosexuality, while the most prevalent themes are integration versus alienation and past versus present. Sanders writes that "the past is always present" (89) with Mormons and depictions of missionaries exemplify Mormons' "peculiar" marginality coequal with their "ability to blend into the social mainstream" (127).
While the editors seek to be "more suggestive than definitive" and admit to "tantalizing gaps" (3) with such tightly knit essays thematically, some of these gaps seem unnecessary. For instance, the minority experience in America is a prevalent 
